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RECOMMENDED POLICIES ** REVISED – July 2020 

 
The following are policies that are considered “good practice” policies and are recommended for inclusion in the 

board of education policy manual. 

 

SERIES 0000: MISSION – GOALS – OBJECTIVES 

 

• Code of Ethics ............................................................................................................................................. #0050 

• Mission/Vision/Philosophy Statements ....................................................................................................... #0100 

• Commitment to Religious Neutrality ....................................................................................................... #0521.2 

• Equity & Diversity ...................................................................................................................................... #0523 

 

SERIES 1000: COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

• Advertising, Promotion and Commercial Activities ................................................................... #s 1111.2, 1325 

• School Governance Councils (10-233, as amended by PA 18-42, & PA 19-91, PL 114-95 – ESSA) ..... #1110.3 

• Media Access to Students ......................................................................................................................... #1112.5 

• Public Participation at Board Meetings .......................................................................................... #s 1120, 9325 

• Distribution of Materials by Students (Use of Students) ............................................................................. #1140 

• Public Complaints ....................................................................................................................................... #1312 

• Soliciting Funds from and by Students .............................................................................................. #1314/1324 

• Use of School Facilities ............................................................................................................... #s 1330 or 3515 

• Relations with Law Enforcement Officials ............................................................................... #s 1411, 5145.11 

• Otherwise Lawful Possession of Firearms on School Property ................................................................... #1700 

 

SERIES 2000: ADMINISTRATION 

• Board – Superintendent Relationship ....................................................................................................... #2000.1 

• Professional Development ........................................................................................................................... #2112 

• Job Description of the Superintendent of Schools ....................................................................................... #2131 

• Appointment of Designee for Superintendent .......................................................................................... #2131.1 

• Superintendent Succession .......................................................................................................................... #2140 

• Administrative Leeway in the Absence of Board Policy ............................................................................. #2210 

• Code of Ethics ............................................................................................................................................. #2300 

• Evaluation of Administrators and Administration (including Evaluation of the Superintendent) ............... #2400 

 

SERIES 3000: BUSINESS & NON-INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS 

• Budget Planning .......................................................................................................................................... #3110 

• Spending Public Funds for Advocacy ......................................................................................................... #3152 

• Budget Transfers ......................................................................................................................................... #3160 

• Federal Grants and Awards Administration (Federal Fiscal Compliance) ............................................... #3230.1 

• Medical Reimbursement for Special Education Students (10-76d as amended by PA 18-182) .................. #3231 

• IDEA Fiscal Compliance ............................................................................................................................. #3232 

• Tuition Fees ................................................................................................................................................. #3240 

• Sale and Disposal of Books, Equipment and Supplies ................................................................................ #3260 
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SERIES 3000: BUSINESS & NON-INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS (continued) 

• Gifts, Grants and Bequests .......................................................................................................................... #3280 

• School Fund Raisers .................................................................................................................................... #3281 

• Purchasing Procedures ................................................................................................................................ #3320 

• Soliciting Prices, Bids ................................................................................................................................. #3323 

• Ordering Goods and Services, Paying for Goods and Services ................................................................... #3326 

• Board of Education Credit Card ............................................................................................................... #3326.3 

• System of Accounts ..................................................................................................................................... #3410 

• Periodic Financial Reporting (Audits) ............................................................................................ #s 3430, 3434 

• Fraud Prevention and Investigation ............................................................................................................. #3435 

• Inventories ................................................................................................................................................... #3440 

• Student Activity Funds ................................................................................................................................ #3453 

• Compliance with 504 Regulations............................................................................................................... #3511 

• Energy Conservation ................................................................................................................................ #3513.1 

• Use of School Facilities .............................................................................................................. #s 3515 or 1330 

• Safe and Secure School Facilities, Equipment, Grounds ............................................................................ #3516 

• Hazardous Materials Communication .................................................................................................... #3516.11 

• Asbestos Control .................................................................................................................................... #3516.12 

• Sex Offender Notification ........................................................................................................................ #3516.4 

• Sexual Offenders on School Property ...................................................................................................... #3516.5 

• Security of Building and Grounds ............................................................................................................... #3517 

• Data Security in Schools .......................................................................................................................... #3520.1 

• Electronic Information Security ............................................................................................................. #3520.11 

• Protection & Privacy/Cloud-Based Issues (10-234bb, 10-234dd, as amended by PA 18-125) .............. #3520.13 

• Green Cleaning Program .......................................................................................................................... #3524.2 

• Transportation .......................................................................................................................................... #3541ff 

• Food Service - Free and Reduced Price Lunches (7 C.F.R. §245.5) ...................................................... #3542.31 

• Food Sales by Students and Others ........................................................................................................ #3542.33 

• Nutrition Program .................................................................................................................................. #3542.34 

• Retention of Electronic Records ............................................................................................................. #3543.31 

 

SERIES 4000: PERSONNEL 

• Personnel Policies for Staff Not Represented by a Union  ................................................................ 4000 series 

• Recruitment of Minority Staff Members (a plan is required) (10-220(a) as amended by  

PA 18-23 & PA 19-74) ................................................................................................................ #s 4111.3/4211.3 

• Appointment and Conditions of Employment ............................................................................................. #4112 

• Security Check/Fingerprinting (Criminal Records Checks) ......................................................... #4112.5/4212.5 

• Reference Checks (20 U.S.C. §7926 (2012)) ........................................................................ #s 4112.51/4212.51 

• Access to Employee Records (Personnel Records) ................................................................... #s 4112.6/4212.6 

• Use & Disclosure of Employee Medical Information (HIPAA) ........................................... #s 4112.61/4212.61 

• Nepotism .................................................................................................................................................. #4112.8 

• Evaluation/Supervision/Support Program ....................................................................................... #s 4115/4215 

• Non-renewal/Suspension of Certified Staff .............................................................................................. #4117.4 

• Sexual Harassment  .............................................................................................. #s 4118.112/4218.112, 5145.5 

• Conflict of Interest ................................................................................................................... #4118.13/4218.13 

• Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disabilities ..................................................................... #s 4118.14/4218.14 

• Academic Freedom ................................................................................................................................ #4118.21 

• Staff/Student Relations ............................................................................................................. #4118.24/4218.24 

• E-Mail (Electronic Monitoring) ................................................................................................ #s 4118.4/4218.4 

• Acceptable Computer Network use ............................................................................................ #s4118.5/4218.5 



SERIES 4000: PERSONNEL (continued) 

• Social Networking .................................................................................................................................. #4118.51 

• Staff Development ........................................................................................................................... #s 4131/4231 

• Tutoring ....................................................................................................................................................... #4134 

• Bloodborne Pathogens ................................................................................................................. #4147.1/4247.1 

• Employee Protection ....................................................................................................................... #s 4148/4248 

• Family and Medical Leave Act ................................................................................................. #s 4152.6/4252.6 

• Suspension/Dismissal of Non-Certified Staff ........................................................................................... #4217.4 

• Teacher Aids/Paraprofessionals .................................................................................................................. #4222 

 
SERIES 5000: STUDENTS 

• Ages of Attendance ..................................................................................................................................... #5112 

• Children in Foster Care ............................................................................................................................ #5118.3 

• Assignment to Teachers and Classes ........................................................................................................... #5122 

• Graduation Ceremonies ............................................................................................................................ #5123.3 

• Video Cameras/Video Surveillance ................................................................................... #s 5131.11, 5131.111 

• Off-School Grounds Misconduct ............................................................................................................. #5131.8 

• Use of Electronic Devices (Cell Phones, I-Pads, etc.) ............................................................................ #5131.81 

• Cyberbullying ....................................................................................................................................... #5131.913 

• Dress and Grooming .................................................................................................................................... #5132 

• Foreign Students Attending Schools ........................................................................................................... #5136 

• Opioid Overdose Prevention ................................................................................................................ #5141.213 

• Communicable Diseases......................................................................................................................... #5141.22 

• Students with HIV/ARC or AIDS .......................................................................................................... #5141.24 

• Accommodating Students with Special Dietary Needs  

(Food Allergy Management) -(10-212c)  ........................................................................... #s 5141.25, 5141.251 

• Use of Automatic External Defibrillators (AEDs) ................................................................................. #5141.27 

• Sudden Cardiac Arrest Prevention ......................................................................................................... #5141.28 

• Health Assessments & Immunizations/Student Health Services ................................................. #s 5141, 5141.3 

• Crisis Management ................................................................................................................................... #5141.6 

• Student Sports-Concussions ..................................................................................................................... #5141.7 

• Student Safety ............................................................................................................................................. #5142 

• School Resource Officers (if used in school district) ............................................................................... #5142.4 

• Discipline of Students with Disabilities ................................................................................................... #5144.3 

• Questioning and Apprehension (Police in Schools) ............................................................................... #5145.11 

• Student Search/Seizure ........................................................................................................................... #5145.12 

• Directory Information (if not addressed in Policy #5125) ...................................................................... #5145.15 

• Freedom of Speech/Expression ................................................................................................................ #5145.2 

• Transgender and Non-Conforming Youth .............................................................................................. #5145.53 

 

SERIES 6000: INSTRUCTION 

• Instruction (Concept and Roles) ................................................................................................................. #6000 

• School Calendar/School Day (as amended by PA 19-195) ............................................................ #s 6111, 6112 

• Emergency and Disaster Preparedness .............................................................. #s 6114, 6114.4, 6114.6, 6114.7 

• Fire Emergency (Drills)/Crisis Response Drills ....................................................................................... #6114.1 

• Pandemic/Epidemic Emergencies ............................................................................................................ #6114.8 

• Objectives of the Instructional Program ...................................................................................................... #6120 

• Curriculum/Design/Revision .......................................................................................................... #s 6140, 6141 

 

 



SERIES 6000: INSTRUCTION (continued) 

• Religion in the Public Schools ............................................................................................................... #6141.21 

• Programs for Limited English Proficient Students ............................................................................... #6141.311 

• Migrant Students (20 U.S.C. §6391 as amended by PA 114-95 – ESSA) ........................................... #6141.312 

• Student Use of the Internet (Acceptable Use) (47 U.S.C. §254, 20 U.S.C. §6777) ............................. #6141.321 

• Web Sites/Pages ................................................................................................................................... #6141.322 

• Website Accessibility ......................................................................................................................... #6141.3221 

• Online Social Networking .................................................................................................................... #6141.326 

• Basic Instructional Program ........................................................................................................................ #6142 

• Social and Emotional Learning ............................................................................................................ #6142.102 

• Trauma Informed Schools .................................................................................................................... #6142.103 

• Controversial Issues .................................................................................................................................... #6144 

• Exemption from Instruction ..................................................................................................................... #6144.1 

• Extra-Class Activities/Equal Access Issues ................................................................................................ #6145 

• Review of Student Publications................................................................................................................ #6145.3 

• Electronic Resources (including Bring Your Own Device; One-to-One  

Tablet Program) ............................................................................................  #s 6141.327, 6141.328, 6141.3291 

• Activity Funds Management .................................................................................................................... #6145.8 

• Graduation Requirements ............................................................................................................................ #6146 

• Uniform System for Assignment and Changing of Student Grades ..................................................... #6146.111 

• Statewide Proficiency/Mastery Examinations .......................................................................................... #6146.2 

• Grouping/Tracking ...................................................................................................................................... #6152 

• Field Trips ................................................................................................................................................... #6153 

• Teacher Aides (Paraprofessionals) ........................................................................................................... #6159.1 

• Textbooks, Curriculum and the School Library (10-221b) .................................................... #s 6160, 6161, 6161.1 

• Care of Instructional Materials ................................................................................................................. #6161.2 

• Copyright (Use of Copying Devices – Compliance with Copyright Law) ............................................... #6162.6 

• Home Schooling ....................................................................................................................................... #6172.3 

• Virtual/Online/Distance Learning Courses .............................................................................................. #6172.6 

• Distance Learning Plan Due to Health Based School Closure ............................................................... #6172.61 

• Use of Commercially Produced Video Recordings ..................................................................................... #6177 

• Evaluation of the Instructional Program ...................................................................................................... #6180 

• Student Achievement ............................................................................................................................... #6180.1 

• Evaluation of the Special Education Program ............................................................................................. #6181 

• Adult Education ........................................................................................................................................... #6200 

 

SERIES 7000: NEW CONSTRUCTION  

• Planning ....................................................................................................................................................... #7100 

• Developing Educational Specifications ....................................................................................................... #7115 

• Selection of Site .......................................................................................................................................... #7221 

• Indoor Air Quality .................................................................................................................................... #7230.2 

• Acoustics .................................................................................................................................................. #7230.3 

• Naming of Facilities .................................................................................................................................... #7551 

 

SERIES 9000: BOARD BYLAWS 

• Role of Board and Members (Powers, Purposes, Duties) ........................................................................... #9000 

• Limits of Authority ...................................................................................................................................... #9010 

• Legal Responsibilities of Boards of Education ........................................................................................... #9012 

• Number of Members/Terms of Office ......................................................................................................... #9110 

• Officers & Auxiliary Personnel ..................................................................................... #s 9120,9121,9122,9123 

• Committees ................................................................................................................................................. #9130 



SERIES 9000: BOARD BYLAWS (continued) 

• Formulation, Adoption, Amendment of Policies, Bylaws, Administrative Regulations...... #s 9311, 9312, 9313 

• Student Representatives on the Board of Education .................................................................................... #9160 

• Filling Vacancies ......................................................................................................................................... #9221 

• New Board Member Orientation ................................................................................................................. #9230 

• Board Member Development ...................................................................................................................... #9240 

• Remuneration & Reimbursement ................................................................................................................ #9250 

• Conflict of Interest ...................................................................................................................................... #9270 

• Code of Ethics ............................................................................................................................................. #9271 

• Suspension of Policies, Bylaws, Regulations ................................................................................ #s 1120, 9314 

• Electronic Board of Education Meetings ................................................................................................. #9321.2 

• Meeting Conduct/Public Participation at Board Meetings .......................................................................... #9325 

• Parliamentary Procedure .......................................................................................................................... #9325.3 

• Attendance at Meetings via Electronic Communications ....................................................................... #9325.43 

• Voting Method/Minutes .............................................................................................................................. #9326 

• Electronic Mail Communications ................................................................................................................ #9327 

• Board Self-Evaluation ................................................................................................................................. #9400 

 

Constitutional Considerations 

 

The chief constitutional limitations affecting school boards are: 
 

A. Freedom of speech, association and expression under the First Amendment. 

B. The right to due process of law under the First, Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments. 

C. Separation of church and state and free exercise of religion under the First Amendment. 

D. The right to privacy under the Fourteenth Amendment. 

E. The right to freedom from unreasonable searches and seizures under the Fourth and Fourteenth 

Amendments. 

F. Equal protection of laws under the Fourteenth Amendment. 

 

Practical Considerations in Policy Drafting: 

 

A. Clear and easy to understand. 

B. Statement of objectives. 

C. Provision of an escape clause. (“includes, but not limited to, the following…”) 

D. Brainstorm the proposed policy to make sure it meets your goals. 

E. Consider the legality of your objective. The policy must not violate existing contracts, or state 

and federal statutes, regulations, constitutions, charters, and judicial decisions. 

F. Determine the need for policy in the area of consideration. Does the policy address an issue of 

lasting effect? 

G. Examine your policies in their totality. How does this new policy mesh with existing policies? 

Consider a “sunset review” of all board policies. 
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REQUIRED POLICIES ** REVISED July 2020 

 

The following are policies which boards of education must have due to federal or state law. 

 
SERIES 0000: MISSION-GOALS-OBJECTIVES 

• Statement of Educational Goals and Student Objectives (10-220)(b) & (10-4(c)) ...................................... #0200 

• Nondiscrimination (Title VII – Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended, 42. U.S.C. 2000e, et seq.  

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, 29 U.S.C. §794) .............................................................................. #0521 

 

SERIES 1000: COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

• Encourage Parent-Teacher Communication/Parent Involvement (10-221)(f) and 20 U.S.C. §6318-ESSA) ... #1110.1 

 

SERIES 3000: BUSINESS/NON-INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS 

• Pesticide Application (10-231 et seq.) ...................................................................................................... #3524.1 

• Reporting of Transportation Safety Complaints (10-221c) ...................................................................... #3541.5 

• Food Services Personnel Code of Conduct (2 CFR 200.318 General Procurement Standards) ............. #3542.22 

• Food Service Personnel Professional Standards (42 U.S.C. §1776(g) ......................................................... #3542.41 

• Charging Policy Food Service (Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act, P.L. 111-296, §143,  

USDA Memo – SP 46-2016, SP 47-2016) ............................................................................................. #3542.43 

 

SERIES 4000: PERSONNEL 

• Title IX (Grievance Procedure) (20 U.S.C. §§1681-1688) ...................................................................... #4000.1 

• Affirmative Action/Recruitment and Selection  

(10-15c, 10-183v as amended by P.A. 18-42, 46a-60) ........................................... #s 4111/4211, 4111.1/4211.1 

• Fingerprinting and Criminal Justice Information Services (FBI Requirement, 10-221d) ........ #4112.52/4212.52** 

• Evaluation and Employment of Coaches (10-222e) ................................................................................ #4115.3 

• Reduction in Force for Certified Staff, if not covered in negotiated agreements (10-151) ..................... #4117.3 

• Nondiscrimination (Title IX of Educational Amendments of 1972 – 20 U.S.C.  

§1681 and 34 C.F.R. §106.9). .............................................................................................. …#4118.11/4218.11 

• Drug and Alcohol Use and Possession (10-221(d) & 49 C.F.R. 382) ............................... #s 4118.231/4218.231 

• Alcohol & Drug Free Workplace (41 U.S.C. §8103) .......................................................... #4118.232/4218.232 

• Psychotropic Drug Use (10-212b) ................................................................................... #s 4118.234, 5141.231 

• Face Masks/Coverings ......................................................................................... #s 4118.237/4218.237, 5141.8 

• Wage and Benefits/Conditions of Employment, if not covered in negotiated  

 agreements (31-71f) ........................................................................................  #s 4141, 4142, 4143, 4144, 4145 

• Drug and Alcohol Testing for Bus Drivers (Omnibus Transportation Employee Testing Act of 1991, as amended by 

Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century-49 U.S.C. §5331(b), 49 C.F.R.§382.601) ......................... #4212.42 

 

** Either policy 4112.52/4212.52 OR policy 4112.5/4212.5 and its administrative regulation will fulfill the FBI 

mandate. 
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SERIES 5000: STUDENTS 

• Attendance/Truancy/Enrollment (10-184, 10-186, 10-198a, 10-199, 10-220, 10-221(b)) . #s 5112, 5113, 5113.2* 

• Student Conduct/ Discipline (10-221, PA 19-91) ............................................................... #s 5114, 5131, 5144* 

• Homeless Students (20 U.S.C. §6311 – ESSA-PL 114-95 amends McKinney-Vento Homeless  

Assistance Act-PL 107-110, Sec 1032, 10-253 (c)(f)- 42 U.S.C. §11432(i)(L), PA 19-179)............. #5118.1 

• Promotion and Retention of Students (10-221(b), 10-223a) ....................................................................... #5123 

• Student Educational Records/Annual Notification of Parental/Student Rights  

(FERPA – 34 C.F.R. §99.7, 20 U.S.C. §1232g) .......................................................................................... #5125 

• Health/Medical Records (HIPAA) (42 U.S.C. §§1320d-1, 1320d-2(d), 20 U.S.C. §1232g-FERPA,  

45 C.F.R. §164.306 et seq.) .................................................................................................................... #5125.11 

• Alcohol, Drugs and Tobacco (10-221(d))  ............................................................................................... #5131.6 

• Weapons and Dangerous Instruments (Gun-Free Schools Act-20 U.S.C. §7157,  

20 U.S.C. §7961-ESSA, 18 U.S.C. §8921 et. seq.) .................................................................................. #5131.7 

• Bullying Safe School Climate Plan (10-222d) ..................................................................................... #5131.911 

• Administration of Medication (10-212a(2) as amended by PA 18-185) a policy and  

administrative regulation (procedures required) ..................................................................................... #5141.21 

• Psychotropic Drug Medications(10-212b) ....................................................................... #s 5141.231, 4118.234 

• Reporting by Mandated Reporters of Suspected Child Abuse, Neglect & Sexual Assault  

(17a-101i(e) as amended by PA 15-205, PA 18-17 and PA 18-15) ......................................................... #5141.4 

• Youth Suicide Prevention and Youth Suicide Attempts (10-221(e)) (Adm. reg. also required) .............. #5141.5 

• Face Masks/Coverings .............................................................................................. 5141.8, 4118.237/4218.237 

• Physical Restraints/Seclusion/Exclusionary Time Out** (10-236b)  

(Administrative Regulation also required) ............................................................................................... #5144.1 

• Use of Exclusionary Time Out (PA 18-51) .............................................................................................. #5144.2 

• Physical Exercise and Discipline of Students (10-221o – 10-221u, PA 19-173) ................................. #5144.4** 

• Uniform Treatment of Recruiters (10-221b)  ......................................................................................... #5145.14 

• Nondiscrimination/ Title IX (Title IX of Educational Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. §§1681-1688,  

34 C.F.R. §106.9, 10-15c, 46a-60) .......................................................................................................... #5145.44 

• Exploitation: Sexual Harassment (20 U.S.C. §1681-Title IX of New Education  

Amendments; 42 U.S.C.§2000-e; 34CFR §106.9-Title VII of Civil Rights Act of 1964) ....................... #5145.5 

• Sexual Abuse Prevention & Education Program (17a-101q) ............................................................... #5145.511 

• Grievance Procedures (Title IX of Educational Amendments of 1972 – 34 C.F.R. §106.8) ................... #5145.6 

 

SERIES 6000: INSTRUCTION 

• School Ceremonies and Observances (Pledge of Allegiance) (10-230(c)).................................................. #6115 

• Internet Safety Policy/Filtering (47 U.S.C. §254, 20 U.S.C. §6777; Children’s Internet  

Protection Act-47 U.S.C. §254) ........................................................................................................... #6141.323 

• Physical Activity and Discipline (10-221o – 10-221u) (or #5144.4) ...................................... #6142.10, 6142.61 

• Student Nutrition and Physical Activity (Student Wellness) (P.L. 108-265 – Section 204,  

42 U.S.C. 1758b) .................................................................................................................................. #6142.101 

• Grading/Assessment Systems [weighting of grades] (10-220g) ............................................................... #6146.1 

• Homework (10-221(b)) ................................................................................................................................ #6154 

• Individualized Education/Special Education Program (20 U.S.C. §§1412, 1413(a)(1) IDEA) ........ #6159, 6171 

• Comparability of Services-Title I (ESSA, 20 U.S.C. Section 6321(c)) .................................................... #6161.3 

• Surveys of Students/Student Privacy (20 U.S.C. §1232(h)(c)(2)(A) - PPRA), ESSA, P.L. 114-95 ...... #6162.51 



 

• Drug and Alcohol Use or Possession on School Property (10-221(d)) .................................................. #6164.11 

• Exemption from AIDS Instruction (10-19(b)) ....................................................................................... #6164.12 

• Preschool Students with Disabilities (20 U.S.C. §§1412, 1413(a)(1), IDEA) ......................................... #6171.2 

• Alternative Education Programs (10-74j(c)) – Mandated if district has an alternate program ................ #6172 

• Title I Parental and Family Engagement Policy (20 U.S.C. §6318 as amended by PL 114-95 

 ESSA, §1010) (Required only for districts with Title I programs. Policy must be reviewed annually) ...... #6172.4 

 

 

 

* Any one of these fulfills the mandate. 

** Requirement can also be fulfilled with #6142.10 or #6142.61. 
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Manufacture NEW HAVEN Pathway
Information Session

January 20, 2021
February 2, 2021
February 8, 2021

6:00-7:00 p.m.
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STRATEGIC PLAN : SY 2020-2024



Today’s Agenda

3

● To review the ManufactureNH Pathway vision and goals.

● To discuss the opportunity for students and families.

● To discuss the courses that will be part of the Pathway.

● To discuss the process for joining the 2022 cohort of students.
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ManufactureNH
Vision & Goals

New Haven Public Schools will prepare students 
to complete coursework toward an associates 

degree in manufacturing engineering or an 
industry-recognized certificate in 

manufacturing.
Students will earn up to 65 college credits while 
enrolled in the four year high school program. 
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Opportunity

6

● Manufacturing entry-level jobs start at 65K+.

● Graduating with 65 credits will save on tuition.

● STEM jobs have come back to United States and are cleaner 

and more sustainable than ever.

● Engineering design prepares students for a broad type of 

professions in manufacturing and beyond.



Course of Study
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Summer 1 & Year 1 Summer 2 & Year 2

Alg1 or Geometry
English 1
World History
Phy Chem
World Language
Project Lead The Way Introduction to Engineering Design*
Computer Application for Technology* 
Technical Drafting*  
Manufacturing Study Skills
Manufacturing Processes*
Computer Aided Design (CAD) Introduction*

Geometry or Algebra 2
English 2
US History 1
Biology 
World Language 2
PE
Health
MNHP Career Development*
Manufacturing Study Skills
Computer Aided Manufacturing*
Advanced Computer Aided Manufacturing*
Accuplacer Exam
Intensive Placement Prep 

Summer 3 & Year 3 Summer 4 & Year 4

Algebra 2 (if not completed in Year 2)
College Algebra & Trigonometry* 
Precalculus*
English 3/Composition*
US History 2
Civics
Chemistry
World Language 3
Fine Arts
3D CAD Modeling*
MNHP Workplace Learning 
Manufacturing Pre-Apprenticeship/Internship*

Calculus*
Statistical Process Control*
Composition* or Literature & Composition*
General Physics*
Process Engineering*
Tool Designing* 
Personal Finance*
Communication*
Apprenticeship*
Sociology*



To Apply…
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1. Discuss the opportunity with one of our team members in a breakout session or reachout 
via email.

a. Evie Velazquez
b. Dina Natalino
c. Peter Greco
d. Garfield Pilliner
e. Monica Joyner
f. Dominique Argo
g. Glen Worthy
h. Michele Bonaro (Adult Education Students)

2. Speak with your family and consider the commitment to summer work each year.
3. If interested in joining, fill out the following form to indicate that you wish to be 

considered for one of the 45 slots for 8th graders or one of the 5 slots for adult education 
students.

CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT APPLICATION

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYZNC2BKRE2qhVh9nlM7BXlpH248rD4CPemcuBa2_qoYmZoA/viewform?usp=sf_link


 NEW HAVEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
INSTRUCTION SERIES 6000 
 
  Policy or 
 Number  Regulation 
 
0. Concept and Roles in Instruction ...................................................... 6000 P 
 
1. Elementary and Secondary 
 A. Schedules 
  (1) School Year/School Calendar ................................... 6111 P 
  (2) School Day ................................................................ 6112 P 
  (3) Emergencies and Disaster Preparedness ................... 6114 P 
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6171.2(a) 

 

 

Instruction  
 

Special Education 

 

 

Preschool Special Education 

 

The Board of Education (Board) recognizes the value of special education and its responsibility in 

ensuring that all resident preschool children with disabilities have the opportunity to participate in 

special programs and services from which they may benefit. The Board shall maintain an early 

intervention program for preschool-aged children identified through the “Birth to Age Three” 

screening process under regulations imposed by the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) which 

identifies children with special education needs or developmental delays. 

 

The District’s program shall be based upon the “reverse mainstreaming model” which maintains a 

significant number of non-disabled (regular education) students who serve as role models for the 

students with identified special needs. The Director/Supervisor of Special Education is responsible 

to coordinate and evaluate the program annually to make recommendation to the Superintendent of 

Schools or his/her designee. 

 

The Board authorizes the Superintendent of Schools to establish administrative practices and 

procedures to carry out this responsibility.  Such administrative practices and procedures shall 

include: 

 

1. Locating and identifying all preschool children, between the ages of three and five, with 

disabilities pursuant to the relevant provisions of the Individuals with Disabilities Act 

(IDEA).  The register of children eligible to receive preschool special education services is 

to be maintained and revised annually by the Director/Supervisor of Special Education; 

 

2. Ensuring that the parents of preschool age children with disabilities have received and 

understand the request for consent for evaluation of their child; 

 

3. Developing an individualized education program (IEP) for each preschool age child with a 

disability requiring services; 

 

4. Appointing and training appropriately qualified personnel; 

 

5. Providing transportation to students enrolled in the program; 

 

6. Maintaining lists as required by the State Education Department pertaining to the number of 

children with disabilities who are being served, as well as those identified disabled students 

not served; and 

 

7. Reporting as required to the State Education Department; and 

 

8. Ensuring the smooth transition from infant to preschool programs. 
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Instruction 
 

Special Education 

 

 

Preschool Special Education (continued) 

 

The Planning and Placement Team’s responsibilities will include the evaluation and 

recommendation for placement in appropriate approved programs and the provision of appropriate 

special education programs and services for each preschool child with a disability. Children 

recommended for an educational program may enter at various points throughout the school year. 

 

It is ultimately the responsibility of the Board to provide the appropriate approved preschool 

program and services for the District children.  Should the PPT’s determination and 

recommendations differ from parent or guardian preference, placement may be appealed by a parent 

or guardian through the procedures outlined in IDEA. 

 

The Board directs the Superintendent or his/her designee to ensure that the District considers that 

adequate and appropriate space and personnel are made available for such programs and services. 

 

Tuition 

 

Non-disabled (regular education) students enrolled in the “reverse mainstreaming” preschool 

program will be required to pay tuition for the program. Identified students or students who qualify 

for free or reduced lunch will not be charged for tuition. The Board will annually establish the 

tuition rate for the following school year. The Board, through the Superintendent or his/her 

designee, will establish a monthly payment plan. Failure to make such tuition payment may result in 

discontinuation of enrollment in the program. 

 

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 

 

10-76a Definitions. 

 

10-76b State supervision of special education programs and services. 

 

10-76c Receipt and use of money and personal property. 

 

10-76d Duties and powers of boards of education to provide special 

education programs and services. (as amended by PA 97-114) 

 

10-76e School construction grant for cooperative regional special education 

facilities. 

 

10-76f Definition of terms used in formula for state aid for special education. 

 

10-76g State aid for special education. 
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Instruction 
 

Special Education 

 

Preschool Special Education 

 

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes (continued) 

 

10-76h Special education hearing and review procedure. Mediation of 

disputes. 

 

10-76i Advisory council for special education. 

 

10-76j Five-year plan for special education. 

 

10-76k Development of experimental educational programs. 

 

State Board of Education Regulations. 

 

10-76m Auditing claims for special education assistance. 

 

10-76a-1 et seq. Definitions. 

 

10-76b-1 through 10-76b-4 Supervision and administration. 

 

10-76d-1 through 10-76d-19 Conditions of instruction. 

 

10-76h-1 through 10-76h-2 Due process. 

 

10-76l-1 Program Evaluation. 

 

10-145a-24 through 10-145a-31 Special Education (re teacher certification). 

 

34 C.F.R. 3000 Assistance to States for Education for Handicapped 

Children. 

 

American with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. §12101 et seq.  

 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. §1400 et seq. as 

amended by P.L. 105-17. 

 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, 29 U.S.C. §794. 
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Vocabulary Development: Research and Implications for School Leaders 

By Edward Joyner, Ed.D. 

 

Verbal ability is one of the most powerful indicators of intelligence. It is a major 

factor in both the transmission and reception of all knowledge, since most content is 

primarily conveyed through language. Students cannot master any academic subject 

unless they can decode and comprehend the range of words that constitute the specific 

language within the specific disciplines taught in school. Science, mathematics, 

literature, social studies, physical education, art, drama and music all contain high 

frequency words that do not occur in commonly written and spoken language. Yet, 

each discipline contains low frequency words with meanings unique to that particular 

discipline. This presents quite a challenge for teachers, students, and school leaders. 

Schools must establish and maintain practices to insure that students develop a wide 

range vocabulary so that they can decipher the written and oral communication that is 

used to teach them the skills and content in the school’s curriculum. Moreover, what is 

done should be based on sound research and common sense, and it should be done 

consistently across grade levels and subject areas.  

It should be noted that schools with high concentration of poor students, and students 

for whom English is a second language (who also may be poor) have an especially 

difficult challenge. Children who are reared in a home and community culture of 

standard language and both high and low frequency words enter school with an 

advantage that maximizes their chances of reading, writing and speaking well. 

Children who come from a school and community culture where English is not the 

first language or where a dialectical variation of English is the dominant language, can 

handle the oral transactions within their sub-culture and be exceptionally fluent, yet 

experience some difficulty in a standard language environment. Since much of the 

intellectual discourse in any modern society is in standard language, mastery of its 

words and rules is crucial. This must be done without demeaning the student or 

suggesting that his first language is inferior rather than different.  
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What then must we do to help these students develop the ability to move in and out of 

multiple language contexts? How can we help them to develop the standard 

vocabulary that is the currency of intellectual exchange in mainstream society, and 

that is so essential to academic success? Finally, how can we help students to decide 

how or whether to take what is essential from both languages to develop their own 

style of communication, and to establish their voice in the shifting social contexts that 

we encounter as we move through time and space. 

I believe that we must investigate the research in this area and incorporate insights 

from the personal experiences of successful individuals who come from low-income, 

language different backgrounds. I also believe that principals and teachers must lead 

the language development process in their schools and that relevant central office staff 

must provide consistent support. This effort must also engage parents and students in 

order to create the pervasive press for excellence that will be needed to bring each 

child to high-level proficiency in the language arts. 

My own experiences have taught me that people have a tendency to develop an 

emotional attachment to their first language. This may be true whether this language is 

dialectical or foreign. One comprehends the world through the five senses and 

represents this understanding through language. We construct a multimedia and 

multisensory dictionary in our head that stores the words, phrases and images that we 

encounter as we grow and develop (Pinker, 1997). We develop a certainty about what to 

label people, places, and things based on our exposure to the language first brought to 

us by primary caregivers.  

We expand this dictionary as we interact with secondary caregivers and others that we 

have contact with either directly or through the media. Over time, we develop the 

relatively independent capacity to expand this dictionary with entries of our own 

choosing. A degree of comfort is achieved that allows for the level of verbal interaction 

needed to transmit and receive the information that insures individual and group 

functioning. This comfort level breaks down when we move into a different language 

context. All of a sudden, we hear unfamiliar words and phrases. We literally lose our 

voice and our ability to decipher the sounds that represent the same things that we 
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identified with certainty in our own language. We cannot regain these precious gifts 

until we have mastered the written and oral language that is representative of the new 

system of communication that surrounds us.  

The act of learning another language on top of one’s original language is intrusive. If 

this process conveys the message that the student’s first language is inferior, students 

may even resist. This is problematic for younger children, but it can be devastating for 

older ones who have constructed a more elaborated inner cognitive world that labels 

and describes everything they know using terms from their first language. When we 

introduce another language, we are asking them to be bi-cognitive and make nearly 

instantaneous translations as they go back and forth from first to second language in the 

various situations they encounter in the classroom and other social settings. When we 

reject children’s first language, we are, in effect, rejecting them.  

I had an experience in a fifth-grade classroom in Louiza, Puerto Rico that made me 

acutely aware of this challenge. I was in a science classroom in a cooperative learning 

group with fifth grade boys. The teacher gave us a black rubber bag filled with items 

that we had to identify using our tactile sense. I felt what I believed to be a toy car, 

water, a pencil, and a round object that I believed to be a lid from a bottle. I was right 

on all accounts but I could not demonstrate my genius because I do not speak Spanish. I 

was the poorest performer in the class and felt humbled when one of my tablemates, 

Hector, helped me to name the objects correctly. His English was much better than my 

Spanish. He was very sensitive to my limited Spanish proficiency and delighted in 

teaching me to mastery. He accepted me unconditionally and taught me with 

compassion and a wonderful desk side manner.  

Children and adults encounter similar problems when they speak a dialectical variation 

of a standard language. If authority figures are not sensitive, they send the message that 

labels the language and its speaker as inferior. My first language was Black, Southern, 

North Carolina dialect. I knew the terms tata, nana, smo, chirrens, and yawl before I 

was three. My primary grade teachers taught me their standard equivalents in short time 

without ever making me feel ashamed of the language spoken in my home. I learned the 

terms potato, banana, some more, children and you all in short order. I also learned that 
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fish and sheep were not pluralized by adding an “s.” This was done in a seemingly 

effortless manner. I owe a great debt to Miss Jordan, Miss Ligon, and Mrs. Fraiser for 

teaching me with tender, loving care. My principal, Mr. Mebane set the tone by 

insisting that we read widely and become linguistically versatile. He could speak 

French, German, English, and Black dialect fluently. My school experiences were filled 

with rich oral language, and books, books and “mo”—excuse me—more books. The 

research about vocabulary acquisition is consistent with my experiences. 

We know that in the world of high-level (and low level for that matter) intellectual 

discourse that each word that is learned empowers the learner. Words are the currency 

of spoken and written communication. For poor children, exceptional language facility 

using standard form is one of the most important tools for succeeding in school and in 

life. Social skills, high levels of self-worth, a moral compass, and a solid work ethic are 

others. This reality suggests a compelling reason for schools to invest resources in 

developing strategies to insure that students receive multiple opportunities to develop a 

broad vocabulary. There is a body of research that can help schools make sound 

decisions regarding vocabulary instruction.  

Becker (1977) observed that the primary difficulty with sustaining early gains in 

reading is the lack of adequate vocabulary that meet the broad academic demands that 

begin in the upper-elementary academic grades and continue through schooling. He also 

noted that the primary cause of academic failure of disadvantaged students in grades 3 

through 12 was vocabulary size. Stanovich (1986) attributed school failure to the 

development of phonological awareness, reading acquisition, and vocabulary growth. 

We know that students learn on average as many as 3,000 words per year, or 8 words 

per day. Some students however learn as few as one or two words daily. Even as 

methodological improvements in vocabulary research have occurred, one unequivocal 

finding has remained: Poor achieving students know alarmingly fewer words than 

students with rich vocabularies. For example, Beck and McKeown (1991) discussed a 

study conducted by Smith in 1941, which reported that high-achieving high school 

seniors knew four times as many words as their low-achieving peers. Smith also 
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reported that high-achieving third graders had vocabularies that were about equal to 

those of low-achieving twelfth graders.  

In 1982, Graves, Brunetti, and Slater (cited in Graves, 1986) reported a study on 

differences in the reading vocabularies of middle-class and disadvantaged first graders. 

In a domain of 5,044 words, disadvantaged first graders knew approximately 1,800 

words whereas the middle-class students knew approximately 2,700 words. Using a 

larger domain of words (19,050), Graves and Slater (cited in Graves, 1986) reported 

that disadvantaged first graders knew about 2,900 words and middle-class first graders 

approximately 5,800 words.  

 We can reasonably assume that the vocabulary gap is a significant factor in the 

achievement gap. Thus, any program within a school should aim to aggressively bring 

poor children to levels of vocabulary development equivalent to their middle class 

peers. Benjamin Mayes, the great Morehouse educator and mentor to Martin Luther 

King, Jr. said that “He who is born behind in the race of life must run faster.”  

 

Qualities of Effective Vocabulary Instruction 

Vocabulary instruction must provide adequate definitions and illustrations of how 

words are used in natural sounding contexts (Nagy 1988). Based on research surveys 

(Stahl 1986; Graves and Prenn 1986; Carr and Wixson 1986), three strategies have 

proven to be helpful in improving vocabulary growth. They are integration, 

repetition, and meaningful use. The following explanation of these three terms is 

taken from Nagy (1986). 

Integration is the first property of powerful reading and vocabulary instruction. To 

execute this strategy, teachers must understand that instructed words should be 

integrated with what students already know. This is an outgrowth of schema theory 

which is based on at least two important principles:  

• Knowledge is structured—it is not just a list of independent and unrelated facts, 

but based on sets of relationships between facts. 
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• We understand new information based on what we already know. 

This principle must be applied whenever we are teaching new terms and concepts. 

When I taught high school history in the seventies, I used the description of a vampire 

to help students understand the concept of colonialism. They all knew Dracula and 

Blacula. And I frequently encounter students who are in their forties who still remember 

that particular class session. Bela Lugosi and William Marshall would have been proud.  

Repetition in word knowledge is related to the verbal efficiency hypothesis propagated 

by Perfitti and Lesgold (1979) which suggests that: 

• A reader has only limited processing capacity for tasks that require conscious 

attention 

• If a reader can decode well, identifying words in the text proceeds automatically so 

that most of the attention can be given to comprehension, thus reading with 

understanding depends on automatic recognition of words in a text 

Limited word knowledge can have the same effect on comprehension as poor decoding 

skills. Vocabulary instruction must insure that readers know what a particular word 

means and have had sufficient practice to recall its meaning quickly and easily during 

reading. 

Meaningful use is the third principle of vocabulary instruction. This requires active 

involvement of the student with the opportunity to deeply process the information 

taught. Instruction should provide an opportunity for students to think about a word and 

the meaning or utility that a particular word has for them 

The rationale that I used when the words appeared to have no immediate personal 

meaning and no apparent use was to suggest to my students that they needed to put 

words in their personal mental dictionaries anyway as a verbal defense system. I 

reminded them of the power of articulate language to discredit any stereotype that 

others had about their intellectual ability. I reminded them of the powerful quote from 

Malcolm X (El Hajj Malik El Shabazz): “ Education is our passport to the future, for 

tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today.” I made it clear that the great 

speeches and writings made by people of color were given in standard language using 
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King’s “I Have a Dream” speech as one of the most powerful examples. Yet, these 

speeches had a rhythm and a flavor that was uniquely African-American. 

Many educators believe that students can learn new words through reading widely. 

They will learn these words without assistance through context. This is misleading 

unless one considers that the student cannot infer the meaning of a new word in context 

unless he or she understands the context. Beimer (1999) has suggested that the reader 

must understand at least ninety-five percent of the words in a passage in order to infer 

the meanings of unfamiliar words. So, while we can facilitate vocabulary development 

through extensive reading, it is important to match children with books that are at an 

appropriate level of difficulty. 

Studies of the factors in reading comprehension have also found consistently, from the 

1920s to the present, that vocabulary meanings are the strongest factor in reading 

comprehension (Chall & Stahl, 1985; Thorndike, 1973- 1974). Indeed, word-meaning scores 

are so highly correlated with reading comprehension scores that a reading vocabulary 

test (word meaning) may be substituted for a paragraph-meaning test. Research on 

readability has also found, over the past 60 years, that vocabulary difficulty (as 

measured either by word familiarity, word frequency, word length in syllables or letters, 

abstractness of words, or difficulty of concepts) has the highest correlation with 

comprehension difficulty, more than syntax and other structural and organization 

factors (Chall, 1958; Dale & Chall, in press; Klare, 1963). (McKeown & Curtis 1987, p. 

11)  

We all learn most of our unfamiliar root words in the context of written and spoken 

language when we ask for their meanings or look them up in a dictionary. Thus, 

students must learn new words intentionally. Their meanings are more likely to be 

retained in their mental dictionaries if they are integrated with what they already know, 

if they are used and encountered frequently, and have some meaningful use for the 

individual student. 

Implications for Building Leaders 

Low achieving schools will move to higher levels of achievement with deliberate efforts 

by principals to work with teachers to establish effective instructional practices. In the 

http://www.questia.com/PageManagerHTMLMediator.qst?action=openPageViewer&docId=51228766
http://www.questia.com/PageManagerHTMLMediator.qst?action=openPageViewer&docId=51228766
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case of vocabulary development, principals must work with teachers to established 

research-based practices in all classrooms that facilitate word acquisition. They must 

procure the resources and set aside the time for teachers to make individual and group 

decisions about this worthy goal. They must monitor classrooms to insure that everyone 

is working effectively. And one of the most effective determinants of instructional 

excellence is the quality of student work. When students are doing well on challenging 

work related to standard assessments, one can be reasonably assured that they are 

receiving good instruction. They must also impress upon the students that they are 

personally responsible for certain aspects of what they learn, and they must keep parents 

informed of important academic initiatives. 

Principals should work with their teachers to establish classroom standards for teaching 

vocabulary in every subject area. Such practices could include:  

1. Direct instruction of unfamiliar word in all lessons in all content areas. 

2. Systematic teaching of important prefixes and suffixes. 

3. Direct teaching of grade level vocabulary lists with strategies to integrate the 

words with what students already know 

4.  Provisions for repeated meaningful use of the word (s) through writing and 

speaking in and out of the classroom 

5. The development of classroom games and school wide contests to facilitate the 

love of words. 

6. Provision of opportunities for staff and students to invent ways that language 

development can become a goal for all students. 

There are probably many more ways that schools can get students hooked on language 

through systematic word study. This paper will hopefully provide school leaders with 

an opportunity to mobilize students, staff, and parents to pursue this worthy goal. 
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A VERY  ROUGH DRAFT (WILCOX, 2021) 
 
 

Statement on Policies Related to Teaching and Learning 
 
Language unlocks every content area door” is a statement that substantiates the primacy of reading, 
speaking, writing, and thinking in the curriculum of our classrooms and schools. Expressive and receptive 
language development and higher order thinking are the core academic skills linked to academic and life 
success. Enhancing language development is a matter of special concern to educators who work in poor 
urban school districts where a disproportionate number of students come to school with unearned social, 
economic, and linguistic disadvantages. Such disadvantages are largely due to poverty and the historical 
factors that have limited the education of caste groups and assigned the children of the poor and 
marginalized to spaces deprived of life’s necessities. Under such circumstances, children learn a first 
language that is different from the academic language in classrooms. This distinction becomes more 
challenging as students move up in grade levels and across various content in the school curriculum. 
English language learners may be doubly disadvantaged if they are poor and speak a dialect in their first 
language. Since our student population is predominantly poor and multilingual, the school district must 
develop and implement a high interest and skill-based curriculum across classrooms and schools to put 
students on a trajectory for short and long-term success. 
 
The achievement of low-income children has been documented when school leaders create the policies, 
goals, administrative procedures, and instructional methodologies to build their capacity to navigate 
academic content. Additionally, building relationships with parents and other community stakeholders 
provides the web of support that reinforce what student learn in schools and classrooms.  The scope of 
this policy is to institutionalize best administrative, instructional, and parenting practices across all 
content areas to provide students with the skills, knowledge, and dispositions to achieve in school and in 
life. 
 
Learning is mediated through relationships and oral and written response to text as well as rigorous 
discourse characterized by interesting and meaningful content. Providing teachers with the resources, 
support, and freedom to teach creatively and effectively using research-based principles and findings is 
additive. Developing instrumentation and protocols to monitor, evaluate, and provide constructive 
feedback provides the helpful mechanism for continuous improvement. 
 
Language development across the curriculum provides the volume of reading, writing, speaking, and 
thinking that is likely to improve student achievement as measured by criterion and standardized 
assessments. By necessity, we must establish instruction across all content areas emphasizing word 
knowledge, comprehension of written and oral text, critical thinking, and the skill to communicate what 
one has learned. This should be the core of our instructional programming. This effort is broad in scope 
and requires a robust commitment by every stakeholder in the education enterprise. 
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The New Haven Public Schools Board will develop teaching and learning policies to "establish 
direction for the district, set goals, and assign authority."  Concerning effective teaching, 
curriculum content, assessment, program evaluation, professional development, and other areas 
of schooling, school boards must create policies that establish criteria for practices associated 
with evidence‐based education reform at all levels of the system. District administrative 
procedures further define the policy and provide guidelines for its implementation. To avoid role 
confusion, the school board establishes policies, and the Superintendent and professional staff 
execute the administrative procedures and teaching protocols to implement policy. Policy 
development is the product of collaboration between experienced educators and the school board 
with participation structures that engage parents and members of the broader community. We 
must create policies on teaching and learning based on the best evidence and collective wisdom 
at the time of policy formulation with a process for revision to accommodate new knowledge in 
the specific policy domain. The School Board must hear the voice of teachers, support staff, 
students, parents, and school administrators at every step of the policy-making process. 
 
 
Teaching and Learning Elements to Incorporate into District Policy 
The following practices serve to organize and provide direction for teaching and learning 
initiatives throughout New Haven Public Schools: 
 
Instructional practices (teaching models) 
Instructional materials (content and skills) 
Authentic assessment of student learning 
Instructional grouping and scheduling 
Efficient use of instructional time 
Professional learning and development 
Administrative practices and procedures 
Affective curriculum  
Parent and community engagement 
 
District staff will use the following principles for choosing content and teaching methodologies 
to maximize students learning opportunities: 
 
Student achievement increases when students set their own goals. In collaboration with peers, 
the classroom teacher conducts a baseline inventory of cognitive and affective skills to develop 
the systematic instruction designed for students to meet grade-level expectations. Teachers assist 
students in setting goals, picking strategies to meet those goals, monitoring their progress, and 
providing feedback and correctives. Research and conventional wisdom have documented a 
strong, positive correlation between students setting their own achievement goals and student 
achievement. (Citation)  
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Students engage more fully with learning when they see real-world connections and relevance 
to their own lives. Students' understanding of these connections happens when they engage in 
real-world applications of knowledge. Teachers must use culturally relevant pedagogy to 
establish high expectations for all students, engage students in a critical analysis of their learning, 
and prepare them to advocate for a socially just world. There should also be purposeful attempts 
to make learning relevant to students' interests, cultures, and communities. The more teachers get 
to know individual students, the more this is possible; however, teachers need not have in-depth 
knowledge of every aspect of the students to create relevant lessons. It is essential that teachers 
create a space for students to express their perspectives, make their connections to the learning, 
and appreciate that their classmates might think differently.  
  
Students learn by interacting with subject-specific texts. The term “text” includes fiction and 
non-fiction texts as well as directions, forms, and all types of information visually displayed in 
graphs, charts, or maps, music, art, and digital sources on a range of topics. Students must 
interact with subject-specific texts, process the information included, make conclusions, and 
communicate their ideas with others to develop their learning. These interactions will also 
require the development of appropriate academic vocabulary in each subject area. 
  
Language mediates student learning. Receptive and expressive language contribute to the vital 
process of making thinking visible, listening to others, and revising meanings and understandings 
through critical thinking. Students learn subject concepts, ideas, and issues by explaining, 
critiquing, and building shared knowledge through discourse. Discourse is one of the most 
effective ways for students to practice sense-making and decision-making and justify their 
conclusions with facts pertinent to the issue. 
 
Social and emotional growth are critical underpinnings of learning. Learning is a social 
activity dependent on cooperation and mutual respect afforded to the learner and the teacher. The 
social and emotional climate within classrooms and schools can either enhance or inhibit student 
achievement and maturation. 
 
Guidance on Instruction 
 
The New Haven Public Schools shall publish and revise bi-annually instructional frameworks 
based on effective teaching and learning practices to support educators planning effective 
instruction. The instructional frameworks will describe instructional arrangements across content 
areas to help students graduate from each successive grade level with the knowledge, literacy, 
and critical skills necessary to succeed. The New Haven Public Schools instructional 
frameworks, aligned to standard principles of instruction, will emphasize independent reading, 
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vocabulary development, writing, project learning, oral discourse across the disciplines, and 
critical thinking. 
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